
 

The Liturgy of the Word. 
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SUNDAY 27th SEPTEMBER 2026  -                  
THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY  
after TRINITY 
 

 

    We are a welcoming Christian community serving the people of the District of Gelligaer. 
 
 

 

Priest: Fr Gary Powell                          Reader: Carolyn Corbin 
 

 

Dear friends,  
I hope that you are all well and that you have all had a good week. We 
extend a warm welcome to everyone. Please join us for worship. 
Please keep this newsletter and see our parish website and parish 
Facebook page which for information of our weekly services and 
forthcoming events and devotional aids 
Your friend and priest, Fr Gary Powell 
 

In today’s Gospel (Matthew 21:23), we read how the chief priests and elders 
confront Jesus in the temple and ask, "By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?"   They question Jesus' right to 
teach, heal, and drive buyers and sellers out of the temple.   Instead of 
answering directly, Jesus asks them a counter-question about John the 
Baptist's baptism: Was it from heaven or of human origin?   The religious 
leaders do to answer honestly. If they say "from heaven," Jesus will ask why 
they didn't believe John. If they say, "of human origin," the crowd will turn 
on them because the public views John as a prophet.   When they cowardly 
reply "We do not know," Jesus refuses to answer their original question, 
exposing their spiritual blindness and hypocrisy. 

Carolyn 
 
 

Worship Through the Week.  

 

S. Catwg’s Church, Gelligaer: 
 

Sunday 11.00am    Sung Eucharist 
Thursday 10.00am     Holy Eucharist 

 

S. Margaret’s Church, Gilfach: 
 

Sunday 9.30am   Sung Eucharist 
Wednesday 10.00am     Holy Eucharist 

 
 

 

Everyone is welcome to join us for worship during the week and our social 
groups and meetings. Further details on the back of this  newsletter. 

 

 
 
 

  

Pm 
 

Cymun Bendigaid / Welsh Eucharist 
Gwasanaeth 11.00am 3ydd Mis Hydref 2026,  

Service 11.00am 3rd October 2026, 

at St. Tyfaelog’s Church, Pontlottyn. 

 

Harvest Thanksgiving 
Our Harvest Thanksgiving takes place on Sunday 4th October. 

Following our services we will be celebrating with a Harvest Lunch which will take 
place in Neuadd S. Catwg’s Hall at 1.00pm.  

Please join us, tickets are £10 and will be available in both churches.  
 

As usual our Harvest gifts will go to support our local food bank which provides 
invaluable assistance to those in need. 

 
Autumn Fayre 

Our Autumn Fayre  takes place on the 24th of October at St. Margaret’s Church, 
Gilfach, from 11.00am to 1.00pm.   

There will be a list in both churches of items that are needed for the Fayre. We 
would appreciate any help to make this a success.  Many thanks as always for 

your support.   June and the social team x 
 

Church Groups and Community Groups – what’s on! 
 

Friends of Gilfach 
Friends of Gilfach Monthly Meeting    

6th October at St. Margaret's Church, 
Gilfach, 6.00pm. 

 

 

Friends of Gilfach 
 

Community Dance Group 
Meet each Monday at 10.30am at            

St. Margaret’s Church. All are welcome!!  
 

Bargoed Community Choir.  
We meet each Thursday, during term time, 
at St. Margaret’s Church, Gilfach – 10.00 to 

11.30 am.   All are welcome!!  

Everyone is welcome to join us for any of our groups and social meetings. 

 

Scan to view our website 

DEVOTIONAL MATERIAL AND OTHER USEFUL 
INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND ON THE FOLLOWING 

WEBSITES: 
 

www.parishofgelligaer.org.uk   (scan the QR Code)             
Parish of Gelligaer Facebook page 

llandaff.churchinwales.org.uk  /  churchinwales.org.uk 

 

    Priest: Fr Gary Powell, The Rectory, Church Road, Gelligaer, CF82 8FW 
 Telephone: 01443 832119    /    Email: GaryPowell@cinw.org.uk 
Please do not hesitate to contact Fr Gary in the event of sickness or other need. 

For enquires regarding Baptisms and weddings or spiritual guidance please contact Fr Gary. 
We are here to help.  

Church News / Notices. 

‘Taff Rhymney Ministry Area registered as charitable incorporated organisation in England & Wales. 
Registered Charity No. 1208522 

Principal Office: The Vicarage, Cedar Way, Ystrad Mynach, CF82 7DR. 



The Liturgy of the Word. 
 

Collect:  Almighty God, you have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless 
till they find their rest in you: teach us to offer ourselves to your service, that here we 
may have your peace, and in the world to come may see you face to face; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel.                               18. 1-4, 25-32 
 

The word of the Lord came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, ‘The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge’? As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be 
used by you in Israel. Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the 
life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die.   Yet you say, ‘The 
way of the Lord is unfair.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your 
ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and 
commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall 
die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and 
do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. Because they considered and 
turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely 
live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ O 
house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?   Therefore, I 
will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord 
God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 
Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me and 
get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For 
I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live. 
This is the Word of the Lord.                                                          Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Psalm 25.  1-10        Response:  To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God,  
in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame;  
do not let my enemies exult over me.  
Do not let those who wait for you  be put to shame;  
let them be ashamed who are  wantonly treacherous.     (R) 
 
 

Make me to know your ways, O Lord;  
teach me your paths.  
Lead me in your truth, and teach me,  
for you are the God of my salvation;  
for you I wait all day long.            (R) 
 
 

Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord,  
and of your steadfast love,  
for they have been from of old.  
Do not remember the sins of my youth  
or my transgressions;             (R) 
 

according to your steadfast love remember me,  
for your goodness’ sake, O Lord!  
Good and upright is the Lord;  
therefore he instructs sinners in the way.    (R) 

 

He leads the humble in what is right, 
and teaches the humble his way.  
All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness,   
for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.   (R) 
 
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians.                                             2. 1-13 
 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing 
in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same 
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let 
each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same 
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did 
not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking 
the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a 
cross.   Therefore, God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above 
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed 
me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both 
to will and to work for his good pleasure.  
This is the Word of the Lord.                                                           Thanks be to God. 
 
The Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Jesus said to them, ‘I will also ask you one question; if 
you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to St. Matthew                      21. 23-32          
Glory to you, O Lord. 
When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to 
him as he was teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you doing these things, and 
who gave you this authority?’ Jesus said to them, ‘I will also ask you one question; if 
you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did 
the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?’ And they argued 
with one another, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then did you not 
believe him?” But if we say, “Of human origin”, we are afraid of the crowd; for all 
regard John as a prophet.’ So they answered Jesus, ‘We do not know.’ And he said 
to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. ‘What do you 
think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go and work in the 
vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not”; but later he changed his mind and went. 
The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he 
did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus 
said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going into the 
kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and 
you did not believe him, but the tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and 
even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.  
This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                        Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Readings, Psalm and Gospel for Today. 
 


